
YOUTH COOP 

In This Issue: 

 New Years Party by Eric 

Beitzel                       

 New Beginnings by Morgan 

Maust                       

 Sponsors Spotlight   

 Youth Profile: Logan Bender 

 

New Years Party 
                 Written by Eric Beitzel 

 On New Years’ Eve, the Youth Group got together to celebrate the coming of a new year. Everyone came to 

my house at 7:00pm, and right away the fun began. We played Ping-Pong, played games, and talked in order to 

fill the last couple hours of 2014 with good memories. We began reminiscing on the past and somehow entered 

a debate about which duck is better, Donald or Daffy. I know what you are thinking, “This is an easy question, 

it’s obviously Daffy.” Surprisingly though, some people actually believe Donald is better than Daffy. “That’s des-

picable!” Daffy has that amusing lisp and funny appeal, and besides, Donald never played basketball with Mi-

chael Jordan. 

 Now that we have that behind us, I can talk about the first moments in 2015. After watching the ball drop, we 

gathered together for a time of prayer to usher in the New Year. We thanked God for the awesome things He did 

in 2014, and prayed that 2015 would be a year of growth and spiritual maturity. 

 After a time of prayer, I got my inversion goggles out (I realize that sounds a little nerdy, but keep reading, it 

get’s interesting). I bought them after hearing of a guy who wore them for a week, and after a few days his vision 

flipped and he couldn't see normally. When light comes into your eye, it is flipped upside down, and the brain 

must invert the image so you see things normally. Inversion goggles flip everything upside down. Everything that 

was once up is now down, and everything that was once down is now up. Even a simple task like high-fiving or 

taking something from someone is difficult. We tried to play Ping-Pong, write our names, and read with them. 

Kudos to Charity and Lydia for returning a serve with the goggles on. Soon enough, it was already 1:00am, and 

the girls left to spend the night at Barry and Carol Maust’s home. . .          Continued Page 4                                                                   
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New Beginnings 
 An exciting year has come to an end, but what’s next for the Youth Group? Along with the usual Friday night activities, 

there are a few more things in store. In the end of February some may pack up and head out to PA, where they will spend 

the weekend learning about tribal missions. It is called Wayumi, a program through New Tribes Missions. During the week-

end, we will be attending sessions and we will get to experience first hand what its like meeting people from a different cul-

ture and not being able to communicate in the way you would wish.  For more information, go to their website: http://

usa.ntm.org/wayumi. It is open to anyone who wishes to go! Contact Dennis and Michelle Bender or Nick and Wendy 

Guingrich by today for more information, or to sign up. 

 In June, the Youth Group will be attending City Challenge, a five-day inner city experience in Columbus, Ohio. We will 

attend sessions, have times of worship and prayer, and head into the city for prayer walks, work projects, and whatever else 

they have in store for us. Though I have never gone to either of these two events, they both sound extremely good and I’m 

excited to see what we will learn from them.  

 And lastly, in July, there will be a group traveling up to Weagamow Lake again, many of which involve the youth. As last 

year, we will be supervising the girls and boys camps, lead Bible stories at lakeside, do work projects, help out with the Sun-

day services, and anything else that pops up in between. 

 I ask your prayers for the Youth Group as we have another good and challenging year ahead of us. Pray that each of us 

would grow in our spiritual walk, that the lives we get to know would be touched, and we could continually be seeking Christ 

in the in-between.  
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Upcoming 

Events: 

February 1st– StudLea 

Meeting 

February 1st– Super 

Bowl Party 

February 6th– Bowling  

February 13th– Valen-

tines Banquet 

February 20th-22nd– 

Wayumi 

February 27th– Underage 

Drinking Seminar  

June 24th-28th– City 

Challenge 

 

Riddle: 

Queens can move hori-

zontally, vertically and 

diagonally any number of 

spaces as illustrated. One 

piece 'attacks' another if it 

moves to the same tile 

that the other piece is on. 

How can you arrange 

eight queens on the 

Editors Note 

 What a new years party! From goggles that make you feel drunk, to many 

games, to Ping-Pong, to Jungle Speed, to numerous hilarious debates, and delicious 

food. One of my many memories of the night happened after the girls left for Barry’s 

to “sleep.” After some good talks and laughs, Lydia brought out her candy from Mexi-

co, and we all had fun passing them around and trying them. Though I didn’t particu-

larly like any of them, it was fun to try them and hearing Lydia say their Spanish 

name! I never knew a lolly pop could taste like spicy chili! In the morning after little 

(or, in some people’s case, zero) sleep, we all headed back to Merlin and Lisa’s for a 

delicious breakfast made by Kara, Clint, Anita, Merlin, Lisa, and whoever else I am 

missing! To everyone who hosted or who was involved in any way, thank you! 

 Shout out to Logan for the youth profile and Eric for the article! Also thank you to 

everyone who participated in the sponsor spotlight (even if I had to convince you to 

get it to me quickly with cookies :) )! Also a huge thank you to Darren and Carmen 

for the many Youth Leaders Updates you’ve willingly written over the past years! 

You guys are amazing, and will be very missed! 

                                           Until next time!   ~Morgan 

 

Youth Leaders Update  
                                                    Written by Darren and Carmen 

 In some ways a new year is like turning to a blank page and having a fresh start. 

Many people use this time to reflect on the past year, to evaluate their life, and to 

establish goals for the next year. Maybe the new goal is travel more, save money, 

lose weight, or to spend some more time on a favorite hobby. Personally, I am a little 

disenchanted by the idea of New Years resolutions, but that stance has stemmed  

from the past experiences, where I saw my resolution get broken before the end of 

January. Sound familiar? Maybe I’m the only one. I still don’t make New Years reso-

lutions, but this year I spent some time reflecting and thinking about why so many of 

these resolutions do not succeed. One of the most common reasons is because the 

individual isn’t willing to make the sacrifice necessary to achieve their goal. In Luke 

9:23-24, Jesus says, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 

take up their cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose 

it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it.” This passage reminds me that being 

a disciple of Christ doesn’t only require us to follow Him, but it also means that we 

must deny ourselves; it demands sacrifice.  

  We all need the grace and forgiveness of Jesus. It is more important to recognize 

that on our own we are capable of almost nothing (sometimes not even a silly resolu-

tion), but just because we failed yesterday doesn’t mean that we should live in the 

guilt of that sin today. I will be the first to admit that I am as guilty of this as anyone. 

But His faithfulness is new every morning. So I challenge each of you: do not wait for 

some major milestone to cue your restart. If you woke up this morning, you’ve 

reached a worthy milestone. Nothing is more important than  personal relationship 

with our Creator. Start today! You are loved. God bless!       -Darren & Carmen 

February Birth-

days: 

1st: Matthew Maust 

1st: Aubrey Maust (YSC) 

10th: Natalie Lehman 

(YSC) 

12th: Matthew Glotfelty 

23rd: Eric Beitzel 



New Years Continued  

Youth Leaders Spotlight:                  

Darren and Carmen Schrock 
YC: What do you appreciate about Darren and Carmen? 

Anita Lehman: I’m thankful for their youthful energy,  and for 

Darren’s ability to speak confidently in front of crowds with a minute’s no-

tice.   

Eric Beitzel: I appreciate their passion to lead youth to a closer walk 

with God, the Youth Group, their kids, and the youth in Weagamow, Can-

ada 

Tybie Brenneman: Carmen, you have such a beautiful heart of com-

passion. Your gentle, humble way is incredibly inspiring.  

Jeffrey Bender: The joy they always have, their compassion, and 

love. 

Mikaila Tice: For always being there for us and being such a good 

role model as parents, as husband and wife, and as followers of Christ. 

They may be a young couple, but they have a lot of wisdom to share.  

YC: What will you miss when Darren and Carmen leave? 

Eric Beitzel: I will miss Darren’s wonderful input on any subject and 

I will miss Carmen’s willingness to help in any situation.  

. . . The guys stayed at my house and played Say Anything and Cards for the 

Masses. Say Anything is a fun improvisation game, and Cards for the Masses 

is a lot like Apples to Apples. After these games some of the guys played Sting

-Pong (Ping-Pong with a penalty for not getting the point). By this time it was 

already 4:00am. We put Tim Hawkins’ new DVD in and laughed ourselves to 

sleep. After a sheepish 2-3 hours of sleep, it was breakfast time—chocolate 

chip pancakes and sausage. Yum! 

 Looking back at 2014, I see a year of God at work. 2014 was an eventful 

year for me. I graduated high school, was blessed to go to 

Weagamow, Canada for the third time, and started college at 

Rosedale Bible College. 2014 was a year of growth and learn-

ing, and I hope and pray that 2015 consists of even more 

growth and learning. Happy New Year everyone! 

 

Youth Quotes: 

 “I didn’t get any sleep, but 

I cried myself to sleep”                     

-Courtney 

 “Okay, timeout! Let me 

find my feet!”  -Trevor 

 “I like it on my computers”   

-Lydia, meaning to say 

she likes a Mexican can-

dy on her cucumbers 

 “Oh wow, I can hear my-

self!”    -Justin 

 “Wow, our Valentines 

Banquet decorations… 

we went from dog food to 

deer heads.”   -Tybie  

 “My toes stay on real 

good!”   -Kelly 

 “Use your brain! No, the 

other one!” -Tybie 

 “They are like natures 

raspberries.” -Trevor, talk-

ing about tomatoes. 



YC: What would you like to thank Darren and Car-

men for? 

Eric Beitzel: Darren once drove a bunch of us to Dis-

cover Rosedale for the weekend despite having work 

and school. Thanks for the giving up of your time for us! 

And thank you, Darren and Carmen, for being a good 

role model to me, and for the wisdom you have both 

taught and shown. Many teach wisdom, but less actually 

show wisdom. You guys have done both. Thank you so 

much for everything you have done for us! 

Tybie Brenneman: Thank you so much, Darren and 

Carmen, for the endless memories and laughs. Thanks 

for learning alongside of us youth 

for so long and being so willing to 

be that listening ear and word of 

advice. It is so surreal that your 

term is over. The time has flown for 

us all. 

Morgan Maust: Thank you for the 

many late nights you might have 

suffered through without com-

plaint :). Thank you for being some-

one we can comfortably talk to, for 

providing many StudLea meeting 

meals, for opening your home and 

hosting many Sunday nights, for 

being a Godly example, and for 

making many sacrifices and putting 

your whole selves into your term(s) 

as youth sponsor. You both will be 

very missed and we cannot thank you enough!                                       

YC: What is your favorite 

memory with/of Darren and 

Carmen? 

Jeffrey Bender: Playing foot-

ball at gym nights. 

Mikaila Tice: Having conversa-

tions with Carmen about our mu-

tually shared favorite books/

movies. Not to mention the late night dis-

cussions in the basement of the house in 

Weagamow. I still smile when I think about 

that night.  

Anita Lehman: I remember thinking, 

“Wow, a pregnant woman can swim all the 

way to Seagull Poop Island!”  

Trevor Schrock: My favorite memory 

would be talking about all the old cartoons 

and movies from when we were little.  

YC: What is your funniest moment with Darren 

and Carmen? 

Matthew Maust: While we were going up to Canada 

one year we stopped at a hotel to rest. Me, Darren, and 

Nick were all in one room, but the room only had two 

beds. I assumed that I would be the one to share a bed 

because I am the smallest out of the three. But when I 

fell asleep I rolled over to the middle of the bed and 

Darren didn’t want to wake me up so he and Nick 

shared a bed. On the way back I told myself to make 

sure I stayed on my side that time, but it happened 

again so they were stuck another night in one small 

bed while I got one all to my self. 

Oops. :) 

Mikaila Tice: For the past two 

trips to Weagamow, I rode with 

Darren and Nick. I think that’s all 

I need to say about that.  

Jeffrey Bender: Their reaction 

to Logan eating ten double 

cheeseburgers.  

Youth Leaders Spotlight continued 

Tybie Brenneman: On the way to Discover Rosedale when Darren 

was fortunate enough to enjoy five hours of wild teens jamming to 

Lecrae and a Veggie Tales sing-along. It was definitely a lot of fun and 

I do appreciate his tolerance for music tastes differing from his own :). 

My favorite memory with Carmen was at Cove Valley with Abby and I. 

We went mountain climbing/poison ivy searching/trail blazing with a 

shovel, a full, open can of paint, and a machete. Also there is a time 

some of us girls look back upon quite fondly *cough,* in a particular 

basement in Canada at three in the morning... ‘nuff said. 



Contact Us 

Cherry Glade                          

Mennonite Church                      

4051 Accident-Bittinger 

Rd, Accident, MD 21520 

 

For more information con-

cerning Cherry Glade 

Youth Group contact:                                

Anthony and Anita Leh-

man (301) 895-4012 

 

Editor: Morgan Maust 

Phone: (301) 245-4556 

Email: mor-

ganmaust@verizon.net 

Parents: Bob and Alice Bender. 

Birthday: May 28, 1998. 

YC: Describe your average 

weekday. 

LB: My average weekday 
consists of work, and that’s 
about it. 

YC: What is your favorite 

verse/quote? 

LB: My favorite verse is 
Philippians 4:13: I can do all 
things through Christ who 
strengthens me.  

YC: Would you rather travel to the 
future to see your descendants or to 
the past to see your 

ancestors? Why? 

LB: I would rather go 
to the past to see how 
my family lived and act-
ed before me, and to 
see if they were as cra-
zy as we are now. 

YC: Tell us about your 

family. 

LB: I am the youngest of five kids. I 
have two brothers, Shawn and Derrick, 
and two sisters, Alecia and Nicki. I also 
have five nieces and one nephew.  

YC: What is something people don’t 

know about you? 

LB: I used to wrestle when I was 
younger.  

YC: What is one of your pet peeves? 

LB: I don’t really have any pet 
peeves.  

 

Youth Profile: Logan 
Allen Bender 

YC: What is the most unusual thing 

you’ve eaten? 

LB: I have eaten some differ-
ent things in my day, but the 
most unusual is probably an 
earth worm, and fresh cow milk.  

YC: If you were a vegetable, 

which would you be and why? 

LB: I would say I would be a 
fiddlehead because you’ve never 
heard of it.  

YC: What is something on 

your bucket list? 

LB: I would like to try some bull hock-
ey and go hunting elk out West.  

YC: Describe yourself in 

one sentence. 

LB: I am competitive and 
energetic.  

YC: What is your most 
embarrassing Youth 

Group story? 

LB: Now there are too 
many of those to count. 

YC: Any last words of wisdom? 

LB: Take everything placed in front of 
you full heartedly. My motto is go big or 
go home. Also, listen to Christ and what 
He has for you.  

Did You Know. . . 

The Youth Group is hav-

ing a fundraiser meal on 

March 22nd to benefit 

our trip to City Chal-

lenge and/or Canada. 

Come out and enjoy a 

meal of fettuccini alfre-

do, grilled chicken, broc-

coli, and more!  


